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GRAIN MARKETING REPEAL BILL 2010 

Second Reading 

Resumed from 22 June. 

HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral) [7.30 pm]: The opposition will not oppose this bill. The explanatory 
memorandum for the bill explains it quite well. It repeals the Grain Marketing Act 2002. The act established a 
licensing system for the bulk export of prescribed grain, which was administered by the Grain Licensing 
Authority. The prescribed grains were barley, lupins and canola. These grains are no longer prescribed, and there 
is no need for the act to continue. 

Once the Grain Marketing Act is repealed, it will allow the full deregulation of the marketing of grain in Western 
Australia, particularly barley, lupins and canola. The opposition has not received any complaint or concern in 
regard to this bill that I am aware of. I have received some comment in jest only from constituents who would be 
affected by this bill. 

Over its time, as has been said in other places, the Grain Marketing Act 2002 has served WA well. However, as 
we no longer have prescribed grains, the act is now redundant. In saying that, the opposition, as I said, will not 
oppose this bill and does not seek to have the bill taken to the committee stage. 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West — Minister for Child Protection) [7.32 pm] — in reply: I thank 
Hon Jon Ford for not opposing this bill. As he said, the Grain Marketing Repeal Bill will repeal the Grain 
Marketing Act 2002. I think that the only farmer in this place this evening is Hon Brian Ellis—former farmer. 

Hon Brian Ellis: Still a farmer! 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: Sorry! Big mistake! Still a farmer! 

Hon Simon O’Brien: He’s outstanding in his field! 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: Certainly he is! Hon Brian Ellis is certainly growing his fair share of barley, 
lupins and canola—probably more canola than anything else. 

In 2007–08 the GMA was reviewed by the Economic Regulation Authority. The ERA found that there was no 
indication that the single desk delivered a price premium or that there was a net public benefit in retaining those 
restrictions on export grain marketing. The ERA recommended that the act be repealed, preferably prior to 
2009–10, which is what we have done, and that deregulation not take effect prior to the 2009–10 harvest. 

Under amendments to the Grain Marketing Regulations 2002, which came into effect on 23 October 2009, 
barley, lupins and canola are no longer prescribed grains, as Hon Jon Ford said. 

I ask whether Hon Giz Watson wants to speak on this bill. 

Hon Giz Watson: That is very kind. I have a passing interest in it, but I am not fussed, to be honest.  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: In that case, I move that the bill be now read a second time.  

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a second time. 

Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading. 

Third Reading 

Bill read a third time, on motion by Hon Robyn McSweeney (Minister for Child Protection), and passed. 
 


